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Introductions.

This guide gives evidence of the potentially good beach fishing available in the area covered.  Each beach has been fished on numerous occasions by the author.  He has gathered data from various sources including from his diary, information from his friends and members of bishops Lydeard Sea Angling club.  All catches and examples of catches have been verified and have been witnessed.  Every beach angling area throws up its fishermen’s tales.  The size of some catches have been exaggerated, ounces are increased to pounds, cm to inches.  Whilst these half truths do inflate the anglers ego they do very little to show the true picture of the current sport.

A blemish to our sport is the secrecy and privacy which surrounds it.  We all have our favorite spots and are reluctant to share them.  Why? My own personal view is that to maintain a good level of interest in the sport people need to be out there doing it.  To get anglers out there and to keep them out there they need to be catching fish; they need to know where and when to go? Fish stocks are getting low because of commercial fishing methods. Pressure needs to be put on those bodies concerned.  “The more people fishing the bigger the voice.”

We are naive if we think by protecting our secret venues (Secret Beaches?) we will safeguard our sport from illegal netters and others.  The more people fishing the more eyes we have to maintain standards.  Today all angling pursuits are under threat, environmental and attitude changes means now more than ever we need to show our interest.

We must set an example: act responsibly; conserve and protect.  Today the fish seem to survive because of the angler and not despite them.

You represent all Anglers – if you have success pass it on!

Foreword.
This guide covers the areas from Porlock to Stolford.  It gives a brief pen picture of each venue, including suggested tactics, species available, and most importantly the directions to the venues.  The directions are given from Taunton.  If you are travelling in from the North via Bridgwater, take the A39 towards Minehead reversing the instructions for turnings on the main road. (remains the same from Williton).

This guide attempts to unlock some secrets of the Bristol Channel.  It is a much under rated fishing zone.  A wide range of species can be encountered from this variety of venues.  You could be fishing a deep water mark, open beaches, reefs or even Atlantic type surf beaches.  Species include Cod, Bass, Mullet, Whiting, Pouting, Dogfish, Smoothound, Conger, Ray, Flatfish and even exotic visitors Such as Trigger Fish and Bream.
The tidal flow and variance make the Channel unique and at times very dangerous but with a little care and knowledge, the fishing available is second to none.

Put in the time and effort and the fish will come.  Use your imagination to try new things, explore.  With the help of this guide your catches will improve.

This guide is from the beach angler for the beach angler.  Technology will assist you in the development of skills but to deploy these skills you need the knowledge.

Good fishing     Rob.
The author Rob Phillips 32 years of age at the time of writing the first edition in 1997, spent his angling apprenticeship on the shores of the Bristol Channel.  His obsessional quest for skills and knowledge inevitably had to be shared and through this guide he strives to do this.  From the raw beginnings of basic tackle, basic skills and no knowledge he has strived to learn the intricacies of this sometimes complex sport.  Yes! As many anglers have he’s tolerated those blank fruitless nights.  He’s siphoned through the reams of advice and information, learning a little each time, slowly but surely results began to improve.  Through these improvements confidence came and the hard work began.  Where to fish? The answer to this question is now laid out in this guide.  As a testament he has included a few case studies and examples of how good and varied the fishing can be on this section of the coastline.
Tales of Cod.

A fish that was once prolific, not just in size but also in quality.  Hopefully the will return if we reduce the pressures on them.

A quick afternoon session at Kilve was all Mike Bridger had time for.  On his way home from work a window of opportunity had been presented, tea wasn’t for another couple of hours and the tide was right.  As he made his way to his favored spot, the rain began to lash down, the wind blowing hard from the Southwest was all the encouragement he needed.  Just enough time for 5 casts and of course five superb Cod ranging from 3 to 5 kilos (6lb to 11lb).  Not massive fish but fish of dreams all the same.

If you want massive a 14 kilo fish from Watchet harbour wall to a teenager, another of the same weight from Lillstock.  Simon Waby and his 13 kilo fish from Gasworks.  Paul James 7.5 kilo fish from Bossington, Ron Burnets 7 kilo (14.5lb) fish from Hinkley Point.  There are several single minded Cod men that ply their trade on the Bristol Channel and they do have some success.  Steve Liddle, Simon Waby and Russell Langley were names from the past who have plenty of success.  In more recent times Courtnay Creech, Silver (Clive Hodge) Kevin Hill and Steve Andrews have had success in these harder times.  One thing all these anglers have in common is dedication.  Yes they have the skills and technique and even the best of gear but it’s where they go, how often they and sheer determination which brings them success.

My biggest fish came 15 years ago and was a shade less than 19lb from Donniford point.  My first ever fish was a 13lb 8oz Cod from Donniford Pipe and still remains my fish of dreams.  On several occasions in the past I had 10 or more in size Codling in a single session with the best to date 17 in about 4 hours again from Donniford.  More recently I landed 4 Codling for 12 kilos (25lb) to win an open competition.

Things have changed and pressures are greater on Cod stocks to catch one fish is a bonus but hopefully things will improve.  Some venues have also changed and the likes of Donniford and Bossington have lost their sewage pipes and the Codling with them.

Tales of other fish.

The British record Silver Eel was landed at Donniford.  Several Small Eyed and Spotted Ray have nudged near the current British best.  The potential is boundless.  Dogfish, in plague proportions.  I once landed 63 fish and came in a lowly fifth place. 

Bass, Ken Flacks 8 kilo (17lb) fish stands out.  I have personally witnessed for fish into double figures landing one of 6 kilos (12lb 3oz) from Lillstock on Squid.  A fish of exactly the same weight came from the same spot this year.  Another fish of around 8 kilos came ashore from the same beach.  Just this week another double came ashore.  Loads of potential.

Conger Eels can grow to mammoth sizes and I for one think they are getting bigger as the sea warms.  Pat Wadham a local taxi driver heads the tales of woe landing a near 18kilo (40lb) fish at my feet only to see it slip away.  Two 14 kilo (30lb) fish to yours truly can bear testament to the potential of this species.  Big Rob and Nick Gale have had fish in excess of 13 kilo (25lb) I even had a 9.5 kilo (21lb 6oz) fish on my Bass rod.  I though I would also mention my 21lb 8oz fish that won me a miserly rod rest.  

Case study after case study can be drawn upon. The 2.5 kilo (4.5lb) Whiting from Huntspill wall.  The 7.5 kilo (18lb) Thornback from Shurton.
Loads of Smoothound in excess of 7 kilos (15lb) from various venues and even fish in excess 9 kilo (20lb) have been caught and released. Neil foster, Neil Sharland and Courtnay Creech all members of my club have had fish in these ranges

Huss to 7 kilos (15lb) including one to yours truly of 13lb 8oz (6 kilos).

Blonde Ray to the Combe Martin boys and Gary Marshall to 9 kilo (20lb).

Mullet from the harbours.

The list and potential is endless.

SAFETY

As with all types of fishing, safety is of paramount importance.

Do not take risks.

Do not enter the water unless you are aware of the depth.

Dress appropriately – A flotation suite could make the difference if you get into difficulties.  Waders can be a major hazard especially when they fill with water.

Footwear – Wear a boot with a good grip on the sole, Wellingtons can be deadly on wet slippery rocks.  On the boulders it is essential to wear something that gives ankle support.

Night Fishing – Always take a secondary light source some of the newer the LCD lights are superb.

Always try to fish with company.  Tell someone where you are going and when you intend to return.

Mobile phone – Check the local network coverage, the expense of carrying one could save a life, anyone can dial 999.

Tide times – Be aware of the tide times, heights and variances for the area you are fishing.

Weather – Check the local forecasts, a call to the local tackle dealer may give you an up to date accurate forecast.

Tackle –Use quality reliable tackle, cheap tackle is responsible for numerous accidents every year.  Flying leads can kill!

Environment – Leave the beach clean and tidy, remove litter, hooks, line and bait, even if it is not yours.

Observe local restrictions, notices, laws and bylaws.  Behave responsibly and courteously to others.  Remember you are a representative of all anglers.

Conservation – Release all undersize fish, release all fish not intended for the pot.  Do this Quickly to reduce the stress levels for the fish.

PLEASE SAFEGUARD OUR SPORT FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Disclaimer.
The Author and Publisher do not accept any responsibility for any accident, injury or loss caused as a result of fishing any of the venues mentioned in this guide.   

All facts statistics and figures are based on the Authors opinion and therefore should be just used as a guide.

Useful links or numbers

Weather link http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/coast/coastalforecast/regional_forecast.shtml?15

Bristol Channel Federation of Sea Anglers. Secretary Ken Bovington 01275 794059
Shipping Forecast LW Radio 198.

Local Police
Taunton, Minehead and Bridgwater Police 0845 4567000

Crime stoppers 0800 555111.
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Stolford
Set on the edge of the Parret estuary this flat rather featureless beach is essentially a high water mark.  However towards Hinkley Point there are some low water marks. A bigger tide is needed as otherwise there is no depth.  Fishing is from boulders or pebbles onto mud, shingle and rock. The bigger tides bring with them a strong tidal pull and the use of grippers is essential.  Weed can be nuisance, especially during a westerly blow.  This is a very open beach is exposed to the elements and in former years was a successful venue for Cod but since the demise of this species it is better to target Bass and other smaller round fish.

There is a local fish shop on the beach where the local mud sledge fishermen sells his wares.  Some fish baits and prawns can be purchased there.  They may also give you an insight into what is being caught.

The mudflats are frequented by some rare bird life.

Tide Range.
Two hours either side of high water on the bigger tides.  Smaller tides will allow for limited shallow water fishing.

Species.
Codling to double figures but in the past have been more common in the 1 to 1.5 kilos (2 to 3lb) bracket.  All mini-species such as Whiting, Pouting, Rockling, Dogfish and Smaller Conger and the odd Thornback Ray and Smoothound.

Bass will come in off the reefs and patrol close in especially in rougher seas.  The mud does have its use in attracting the odd flounder but rarely do they exceed a kilo (2lb).

Bait
Rag or lug tipped with squid and fish covers most species.  With the addition of Crab for the Cod, Bass, Flounder and Smoothound.   Sand eel will account for Doggies and is far cheaper than Crab.

Rigs

Single snood pulley and paternoster Pennell’s for the bigger species.  Multi-hook flappers for the Whiting, Pout and Flounder.

Directions
M5, Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Bridgwater, drive through St Audries and Kilve, turn left on the sharp bend just before Holford; take the next right towards Stogursey/Stringston. Following the signs for Stolford.  On the main road turn right, a few hundred yards on the on the left is a road for Stolford.  Follow this through the village onto the beach.  Close the gate behind you if you are opening it.

Parking.

On the beach, keep your car parked up on the higher ground to the left as the tide will wash up through the pebbles and will flood the lower lands to the right.

Warnings.

Strong tidal pull and weed on bigger tides.  There are soft mud flats at low water.

Car park (right) is liable to flooding.

The steep banks are liable to subsidence fish from some yards back.

Hotspot.

Straight out in front is as good as anywhere.  The sewage pipe to the right for Bass.  Mudflats to the right for Flounder.

Close by venues.

The Parret estuary, Weston Beaches.

Hinkley Point.

Lillstock.

Kilve.

Shurton Bars

St Audries.
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Hinkley Point and Stolford Reefs/ Shurton Bars

Hinkley/ Stolford reefs

In the past this was one of the premier Cod venues in the British Isles with regular doubles being landed and even fish up to 13.5kilos (30lb).  Will still throw up the odd decent fish and if the species recovers they will return.  Is now better known for other species such as Conger, Ray and Smoothound.  Has thrown up some huge Bass.

Fishing is from steep broken reefs onto broken ground.  Tackle losses can be high and local knowledge is advisable.

The reefs stretch from the power station right up to Stolford.  As with most areas along this coast the tidal pull can be extreme. Prime months for Cod are Christmas right up until Early April.  Remember this is an active power station so security is pretty tight.

Vary your casting range as fish will move in close.

Shurton

Probably as prolific as Hinkley now and seems to throw up its fair share of Cod ,Ray and Smoothies.  Very similar to Hinkley for all species.

Tide range.

Hinkley/Stolford
Two hours either side of low water more on smaller and less on bigger tides.  Small to medium range tides are better as they give you more time.

The bigger tides make holding bottom hard and the sea will wash up the river quickly and you may get cut off.

Shurton

Can fish slightly longer and less chance of being cut off.  Very similar to Hinkley but even more exposed and with smaller hot spots.  It is essential you go with someone with local knowledge as premium fishing spots are scarce.

Species.

Cod to 13.5 Kilos (30lb) still a possibility. Most fish now under 2 kilos (4lb).  Thornback Ray to 9 kilos (18lb).  Smoothound to 6.5 kilos (15lb).  Smoothound are more and more prolific and probably are filling the void left by the Cod

Bass to 8kilos (17lb) have been recorded.  Also Whiting, Pouting.  Conger are common and some really big fish are possible.

Green Eels can be caught in large number over by the warm water outflow.

Bait.

Rag and Lug tipped with Squid for the Cod, tip with fish for the Whiting or Pouting.

Rag, crab, Mackerel and Squid for the Ray.

Fish baits for the Conger.

Crab will catch just about anything but is essential for the Smoothies.

Rigs
Single snood pulley Pennell or single hook rigs, lead lifts can help with the reduction of losses.  The big bait big fish rule applies here. If you cat out leave you bait where it is until it’s picked up or you are retrieving.  Wind in as fast as you can.

Directions.
M5, Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, right at the roundabout onto the A39 to Bridgwater.  Follow this road just past Kilve and before Holford turn left on the sharp bend signposted Lillstock, take this and then the next right following the signs for Stolford, eventually on to the main Cannington to Hinkley Point road.

Turn left onto this road to the power station; park outside the power station gates.

Remember this is an active nuclear power station and security is really tight.  Observe all restrictions.   Access can be gained by walking to the beach to the left and then making you way out on to the reefs.  Some people do walk in from Stolford.  Shurton bars can be accessed by walking across the fields to your left, then along the reefs themselves.

Parking.

Outside the gate. 

Warnings.

The tide will wash in behind you and will cut you off, be extra vigilant on the bigger tides.  Tackle losses can be high.  Follow all restrictions you will be arrested if you trespass into unauthorized areas.  Check on up to date restrictions as a new power station is being built.
Hotspot

Anywhere along the reefs, the locals favor the area by the anchor stone and just to the left of the tower.  Warm water outflow for Green Eel and small Bass.

Close by venues
Stolford, Kilve, Lillstock, Shurton, St Audries
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Lilstock and Lilstock Reefs.

Fishing is from boulders onto sand, broken ground or reefs.   From right out in front by the sewage pipe a cast of about 80 yards is needed to reach the sand on the bigger tides.  With the angle of tidal pull a longer cast may be needed at high water.  The immediate area around left and right of the pipe are cleaner but the further left or right you go the rougher the ground.  The peak time in fishing is when the water approaches the outflow pipe.  The water is shallow at low water. 2 hours after low on the bigger tides or low water right up to high and back down on neaps.  There is another high water mark over to the left as the footpath joins the beach known as the cottage or old harbor. Offers full protection during a south or south westerly gale.

The low water reefs to the left stretching just beyond the lifeguard station offer a good opportunity for bigger fish.  Again the ground can become snaggy and local knowledge is essential.  There are however some really good hotspots amongst it all.  

Fish the mark that best suits your ability.

Tide range

Left hand reefs – Low water 2 hours down up to 3 back.

Pipe- On bigger tides 2hours after low right up to high and 3 hours back.  Pull will be massive on bigger tides.

Cottage/Harbor -3 hours after low up to high hours back, fish bigger tides.

Species
Expect just about anything. Cod to double figures, Huge Bass recently one of over 16lb was landed on a long line.  I have personally had them over 12 pounds, Thornback Ray well over double and a new best is always a possibility. Smoothound are on the increase and again can be expected well into the doubles. Other usual mini species such as Whiting, Pouting  and small Pollack can be expected.  Conger to 25lb have also been noted.

The old Bristol Channel Sole record around 1.5 kilo (4lb) came from here.
Bait
The usual lug Rag tipped with squid for Cod.  Crab for smoothies, Squid or crab for bass and anything fishy for conger.  Thornbacks to rag, squid, crab or fish.

Hermits can be gathered from the reefs.

Rigs

Pulley Pennell’s  for all species.  A lead lift may help over the reefs.  Grippers essential.  Be prepared to lose leads.

Directions

M5, Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Bridgwater.  Turn left just past Kilve and before Holford. This is on a sharp bend.  Follow signs for Kilton/ Lillstock.  Carry on through Lillstock farm (remaining on road) the turning for the beach is on the next sharp left hand bend past the farm.  Walk through the gate and up the track to the beach.

The pipe is in front of you, the reefs to the left and the cottage/harbor to your right.

Parking

At the end of the rutted track.

Warnings

Tackle losses can be high.  A good cast will be needed from high water on bigger tides.  The tide can run in behind you on some of the reefs to the left.

There is a strong tidal pull and the reefs can be very slippery.
Hotspots
The pipe and the reefs for Cod and Thornback.  The high water mark to the right is shelter during southerly winds.

Close by venues

Shurton Bars

Hinkley/Stolford

Kilve

St Audries and Donniford.
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Kilve and West Quantoxhead

Loads of potential and has regularly thrown up big fish.

Both rough ground marks fishing from high reefs onto broken ground.

Quantoxhead is the area to the left of the big bay, fishing here is from slightly shallower reefs.  Expect high levels of tackle loss.  Rotten bottoms are recommended.

Casts of 50 yards can put you right onto fish.

Can be a prolific venue but is better suited to the more experienced angler.  Some local knowledge is essential.  Though the area right in front can be slightly easier to fish than the areas to the left of the bay.   In my opinion there is more of a chance of a good fish from the tougher reefs top the left that run all the way to St Audries.

This is a potentially dangerous venue as the water can creep in behind you.

Tide range
Far better on the medium range tides.

Quantoxhead as soon as you can get on the furthest reefs (2hours before low) up to 3 hours back.

Kilve 2 down and three back over low.

There is some potential for high water fishing to the left but success is limited.  A short cast for Bass and Cod may yield the odd fish.

Species.

Most reef species have shown up at Kilve with the exception of Dogfish (not many).  Big Cod, Thornbacks and Smoothound are common, even in these tough times the odd double figure Cod do still show.  Both bests for the Smoothound in the Bristol Channel came from around this area.  Big Eels can roam in close and fish to 25lb have been registered.  Compared to other venues I personally rate Kilve has a big bait big fish venue, with a real potential for record breakers.  This includes big Bass I have seen 3 fish landed over 10lb and one washed into a gully nearer 15lb.
Bait

Rag or Lug in combination or tipped with squid for the Cod.  Fish, Squid or Rag for the Thornies, crab for the Smoothies.  Eels Squid or fish.

Rigs 
Pulley Pennell rigs with lead lifts and rotten bottom are the preferred way to go.  Use bigger hooks that will bend out and not snap if they become snagged.

Directions

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 TO Williton, A39 to Bridgwater.  At Kilve turn left by the Hood Arms pub. Follow this lane over several sleeping policemen and past the ruined church to the car park by the stonework.  (You may have to pay and display)  Walk through the gate across the field onto the reefs.  Quantoxhead lies to your left and over the far side of the left bay.

Parking
In the car park at the end of the lane.

Warnings

A potentially dangerous venue, with several potential cut off points, especially on the left hand reefs, the water will run in behind you and bubble up through the reefs.

Don’t fish alone at night.

Take a secondary light source. The reefs can become extremely slippery.

Hotspots

Quantoxhead reefs for large Cod, Thornbacks and Smoothound.  Big Conger just about anywhere.

Close by venues
St Audries.

Donniford.

Lillstock

Hinkley Point.
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St Audries.
This venue can be split into three sections, the left hand bay, the right hand bay and Black rock reefs.

The left hand bay does offer some low water fishing from high snaggy reefs or from the spit running between the two bays or high water from the sandy bay.

The right hand bay offers high water fishing from the beach.  Areas straight out in front and to the left are best. There is plenty of shelter during a southerly blow.

The reefs form part of the Quantoxhead, Kilve Reefs and run from the edge of the right hand St Audries bay right up to Kilve.

Both high water venues are fished onto relatively clean ground.

The reefs are onto broken ground and gullies.

Local knowledge on the reefs will put you in touch with some hefty specimens.

Tide Range.
High water beaches need a middle to big tide but beware the big springs will wash you right up to the unstable cliffs.  Fish 3 hours up and two hours back over high.

Low water reefs are about 2 hours either side of low on neap to medium tides.  Bigger tide run in two fast and you have very little water at low.
Species.

Cod to double figures, whiting pouting, Conger, Bass, Smoothound, Green Eels and the odd doggie and Thornback Ray.

Fish will show anywhere but there is more chance of Cod Ray and Smoothies from the reefs to the right hand bay.

Some massive Conger have been landed from both high and low.

Some good Bass have come from legered Crab close in on the spit between bays

Bait
Rag, Lug, Squid or fish will account for most species, with the addition of Crab for the Smoothound and early and late Cod.  Squid stuffed with Rag is a good tip for the Thornies but they are not that fussy and will take most things.  Fish and Squid for the big Conger.

Rigs
Big pulley pennels for the reefs paternosters or pulley for the high water beaches, or multi-hook flappers for the smaller species.

Directions

M5 Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 towards Bridgwater. Take the left onto St Audries Bay holiday camp. Drive through the camp and park by the toilets.  Access to the right hand bay is via a steep path and steps by the car park.

For the right hand bay and Black Rock reefs carry on along the A39 towards Bridgwater past the big church set in the valley on your left.  Turn onto the holiday camp just past the walls.  Park in the top car park and follow the road down to the right to the front, walk left and you will find the little metal gate in the costal fence leading to the path.  The little gate is usually locked but you can climb over.  The path is liable to subsidence. The reefs are to your far right.

Parking
Both holiday camps.

Warnings.

The reefs can be very slippery.  The tide runs in extremely fast on the flatter bays FASTER THAN YOU CAN RUN.  So fish the steeper reefs or high water.  The path is liable to subsidence.

Hotspots.

Black Rock for Cod, Thornies and Smoothound.

High water Right hand bay for Conger.

Close by Venues.

Donniford.

Watchet.

Kilve.

Lilstock.
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Donniford Bay

Essentially a low water venue with some high water options.  In the past Cod were caught here in significant numbers.  Rocks, weed, reefs and glorious mud.  Best fishing usually coincides with water movement and a NW Or SW wind.

Fishing is from low water by the pipe or from the hallow reefs to the left and right.

High water from the hole to the far right of the holiday camp or anywhere from the beach.  By the left hand steps has thrown up the odd Codling in season.

Not really a summer venue as crabs will strip baits in seconds.  Though there is an outstanding chance of a good Bass or Conger.

Tide range.

Fishing from the Sewage Pipe one hour after low up to nearly high.  Two hours either side of low on the neaps.

The Point is to the right of the sewage pipe roughly in front of the swimming pool slide. One hour before low to three hours back from low.

The Hole this is the high water mark to the far right and just before the St Audries reef.  Fishing is one hour before and 2 hours after high on the mid to bi tides.  (Not too big as the tide washes right up to the cliffs)

At low water the tide runs in quickly, so travel light and be wary.

Species

In the past this was a prime Cod beach with fish to double figures.  Expect Cod from late September through to March.  When its on form Donniford can throw up lots of smaller Codling around the 2 to 4lb Mark (1 to 2 kilos).

Whiting and Pouting do show but not in vast numbers.  Green Eels to current British record standard.  Conger to the 35lb (15.5 kilo mark.) wander in close around September to late October time.

Bass are always a possibility but the good old Dogfish is rarely encountered.

Bait.

Rag and lug tipped with Squid.  Rag is the most versatile catching both Conger and Codling.  Crab early and late season is a useful addition.  Try whole squid for the Bass and Conger.

Rag can be dug from the far right and reefs and Lug from the sand down by the steps. 
Rigs

Pulley rigs with lead lifts, you may even need a rotten bottom on some of the rougher marks.  Use larger hooks that will bend out if snagged.

Directions
M5 Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton round-a-bout, left at the supermarket.  Take the next right by the pub, following the signs for Donniford.  At the main crossroads turn left then right into a beach side car park for venues to the left of the River.  For the Hole, the Pipe and the Point take the right on the main road and then left towards the Haven holiday camp.  Park tidily outside the camp and don not park on the grass verges.  Walk quietly through the camp. Bare left and then out onto the sea front.  The pipe is to your left, the point out in front and the Hole to your right.

Parking

The car park at the left hand edge of the beach.  Outside the gates of the Haven holiday camp. Park tidily outside the park and well away from the gates.  Do not obstruct camp site traffic.

Warnings.

Bigger spring tides will reach the base of the unstable cliffs.

The reefs can be extremely slippery.  The tide will run in quickly on the bigger tides.  Tackle losses can be high.

Hotspots.

The sewage pipe for Cod in numbers but few over 5lb     (2.5 kilos). The hole for similar sized fish and the rougher ground point for bigger Cod and Conger.

Close by venues

St Audries

Watchet Harbour

Kilve 

Blue Anchor
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Watchet Harbour

There are several potential venues between Blue Anchor and Watchet such as Warren bay but they are best fished with the advantage of local knowledge.  The Harbour itself is tidal, so it only fills for a few hours over high.

Fishing is from the wall. A good high casting technique is required as the wall is high in places. There are restricted zones near the end of the Harbour wall. Please respect these. Large fish will have to be walked around to the Harbour to be landed.  It becomes snaggy further out, with reefs and rock patches getting bigger.  Closer in the bottom is made up of mud, shingle and rock.

There is some limited light tackle fishing in and around the Harbour for Mullet and small Bass but again observe all restrictions.

There has been lots of development in and around the Harbour in recent years so restrictions may change.

Tide Range
Two hours before and up to three hours after high water, longer on the neaps.  On the bigger tides be extremely careful as the sea may wash over the wall, especially if backed by a North Westerly blow.  The tide pull can be really strong on the bigger tides.

Species.

Dogfish, Conger, Rockling in the summer months.  Cod to 30lb (13.5 kilo) have been landed in the winter months.

Whiting and Pouting can shoal in numbers on calm frosty nights.  Just about anything can turn up.

Mullet can be tackled in and around the harbour.

Bait

Dogfish to fish baits; Conger to live Pouting, Whiting or Mackerel.  Cod to Rag, Lug tipped with Squid and Crab in the early and late summer months.

Rigs.

Simple single snood paternosters and or pulley rigs for the bigger species.  Large baits big scent trails.  Multi – hook flappers rigs for the Whiting, Pouting and Rockling.

Directions.

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, turn right at the round-a-bout, left at the supermarket, take the B3190 to Watchet.  Turn left just before the railway bridge, down through the town and just around the corner by the harbour is a chip shop and a pub (The Clipper) access to the harbour wall is beside the pub.

Parking

Pay and display cark park opposite the pub and chip shop.

Warnings

Do not climb on the wall as it is slippery and dangerous. (People have died)  Don’t wade in the harbour as it is full of soft mud.

Be vigilant on the bigger tides as the waves will wash over the top.
Hotspots

Anywhere along the main harbour wall, in the middle is as good as anywhere.

Close by venues.

Donniford

Blue Anchor

Dunster

St Audries

Kilve.
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Blue Anchor and Blue Anchor Reefs.
An ideal family venue and not to be underrated as it does throw up the odd cracking fish.  Fishing can be from the wall beside the road or from the beach over by the chalets.  There are some good low water reefs over to the far right of the slipway. (Alebaster)  The disabled angler can fish from the wall.  The high water marks are fishing on to clean ground mud and sand and some broken ground over to the left.  Tackle losses over high are minimal. 

The low water mark is a series of reefs jutting out onto sand shingle and mud.

Please be careful as there often holiday makers walking along the pavements and remember they have priority.

Tide range.

The water marks fish best on the bigger tides, with the bigger springs being more productive.  Fishing is two hours either side of high water.

The Reefs are fished best on the mid ranges tides, usually one hour after low until 2 hours before high.  Leave well before high as the cliffs are unstable.

Species

Summer- Thornbacks have been known to come in close along with Dogfish some sizeable Conger to 12 kilos (25lb) some really good Bass have shown close in, the odd Pollack and Dover Sole are showing at local club matches.

Winter can yield Cod to double figures also the usual Whiting, Pouting, Shore Rockling, Conger and even the occasional Flounder.  In more recent times even the odd Smoothies is showing.

Baits.

Rag, Squid, Mackerel and Sand Eel in the summer.  Crab, Lug, Rag and Squid in the winter.  With the addition of Crab late and early for the Codling.

Try live prawns at Alebaster as they are often drag netted from the mud.

Rigs

Multi –hook flappers for the smaller species; large baited pennels (pulley or paternoster) for the bigger species.  The large bait big fish does take affect here.
Directions

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, turn left by the supermarket carry on past Danesfield school, you are now on the B3190 to Watchet, turn left into the town, carry on through past the harbour, you are now on the B3191 coastal road, this will bring you on to Blue Anchor front.  The beach is to the left by the chalets.  The wall is along the front and Alebaster reefs to the right beyond the slipway

Parking

Along the sea front.  Please keep road and pavements clear.

Warnings.

The tide can retreat to mile out at low water exposing soft mud and quicksand.  Do not venture out onto it.

The water will reach the bottom of the unstable cliffs at the reefs, so leave well before high water.

Some areas of the ball are banked with boulders, so avoid these areas.

Please be really careful when casting beside the road as cars have been hit in the past.

Water will wash over the wall on the big springs backed with a North Westerly wind.
Hotspots.

The reefs have thrown up some really big Cod and large Conger.

The concrete water outfall to the left of the chalets for big Conger.

Chalet beach especially beside the railway signal is usually more productive.

The slipway for smaller species and Dogs.

Close by venues

Donniford, Watchet, Minehead Beaches, Dunster.
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Dunster Beach

Fishing is from smaller boulders onto sand interspersed with small stones, boulders sand and as ever in the channel mud.  The area to the right of the river towards Blue Anchor is slightly deeper and is known as broken wall and Dunster stakes. This is essentially a high water only venue.

The area to the left of the river and in front of the car park is essentially a private beach so please be considerate when fishing.  There is an opportunity for some limited low water Bass fishing in the last hours before low.  When the tide turns its time to move off as it runs in fast. The beach is fairly clean so snags are minimal.

Tide range
Two hours either side of high water on the bigger tides.  A good blow with West, North West or South Westerly winds give the best conditions.  The bigger tides can bring rafts of weed that will pull hard when the tide is running, this can make holding bottom difficult.

Species

Winter Cod to around 3 kilos (7lb) with the odd double, most however are below 2 kilo (5lb).  I once won a match with 3 Cod for about 12 kilos and not one above double figures.  Whiting and Pouting can be fun on the calmer nights.  Dogfish can put in an appearance all year around.

During the summer months Bass to 4.5 kilos (10lb) put in appearance, some times close in.  There is also a chance of a Flounder or Plaice.

Conger to 9 kilos (20lb) have also been accounted for.

The Odd small Pollack or Sole has also been landed in competition.

Baits
Winter – Rag and Lug tipped with Squid for the Cod also try Rag, Lug cocktail.  Tip worm with fish for the Whiting and pouting.

Fish or Sandeel for the Dogs.  Fish and Rag for the Conger. 

Summer – Rag, Lug Squid, Fish and Sandeel.  Early and late summer use Crab for the Bass and Cod.

Rigs

Single snood penell paternosters for the larger species, multi-hook flappers for the rest.

Directions:

M5 Junction 25 to Taunton. A358 to Williton take the A39 towards Minehead.  Drive past Dunster Castle to your left and the turning to Dunster village also on your left.  The turning you want is just before Minehead on your right.  Follow the signs towards Dunster station; don’t drive down to the station take the turning on the right across the railway crossing on to the beach.

Straight out in front of the car park or anywhere to the right of the River are the favoured marks.
Parking

This private beach is also a pay and display car park.  The gates are usually closed and locked at night, especially outside of the holiday season. If so park tidily outside the gates.  Do not obstruct traffic or park on the verges.

Warnings

The Private beach is the area from the chalet areas from the right up to the river.  There are some soft sand areas at low water.  Beware as the tide will run in fast and you can get stranded on the spit out in front of the car park at low water.  Rafts of weed can flow in on bigger tides backed by Westerly winds.

Hotspots

Anywhere can throw up fish but the areas to the left of the monument are very shallow.  Most anglers fish the Broken Wall area to the right of the river and in amongst the groynes.

Close by venues

Minehead beaches, Blue Anchor.Watchet.
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The Golf Links to Dunster Pipe.

Fishing is from medium sized boulder banks onto sand and small boulder patches. A little more water flow here than on the other Minehead high water beaches.  The water has more movement on the bigger times and in reality more fish but conditions can become difficult.  Bigger tides bring more weed and makes it harder to hold bottom.  In the past this beach has yielded some good bags of fish.

Best fishing conditions will involve a SW, W or NW wind with a decent swell.

Tide range.

Definitely a high water venue, fishing two hours up and two and half hours back from high on the bigger tides.  Remembering the big springs will bring weed.

Low water fishing is not advised as there are areas of quick sand and the tide will run in too fast.

Species.

Winter Cod will move in as early as Late August but rarely exceed a kilo (2lb) more quantity rather than quality.  As the season wears on expect the odd fish to 3 kilos (7lb).  Expect Pouting, Whiting and the odd Rockling.  Also some good Conger to 9 kilos (20lb) have been accounted for.

Dogfish can be present for most of the year.

There is plenty of potential for summer fishing with some good Bass venturing in close.  Several good specimens to 4.5 kilos (10lb) have been landed.  Shorten your cast on your spare rod. Pollack, Plaice and Flounder have also been known.

Bait.

Winter – Rag and Lug tipped with squid for the Cod.  Tip with fish for the Pouting and Whiting.  Fish or Sandeel for the Dogfish and Conger.  Try also Whiting and Pouting for the bigger Conger.

Summer – Crab early and late for the Cod and Bass.  Fish, Squid and Rag for all other species.

Rigs.

Single snood Pennell, Patternosters for bigger fish.  Multi-hook flappers for the smaller species.  A grip lead is essential. 

Use pulley rigs with big hooks and big baits for the Conger.

Directions;

M5 Junction 25 to Taunton, A358 TO Williton A39 to Minehead, right at the roundabout onto the Sea front.  Right past Butlins.  Walk along the coastal past.  The area in front of the Golf course and just to the right is the Golf links.  The deeper marks are on the corner by the 16th hole.  The Dunster links are some 500 yards further right, nearer the sewage outfall.
Parking.

On the sea front pay and display car park.  You can also walk in along the footpath by Dunster station.  Do not park in the Golf car park.
Warning.

Soft sand at low water and tide runs in too fast.  Weed can be a big problem.  Treat the Golf course with respect.

Hotspots.

The area on the corner by the sixteenth hole and eighteenth tee. (Golf Links).  The area to the left of the sewage outfall on Dunster Links.

Close by venues.

Minehead Beaches,

Greenaliegh

White Mark.

Dunster

Blue Anchor

Watchet.
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Red Lion and Town beach.

These high water venues are constantly evolving because of the construction of new sea defenses, including walls and breakwaters.  It will take some time for these venues to resettle. There is definitely lots of potential for fish and in the past good specimens have been landed.

Fishing is from the wall or from the sand on to sand, shingle and broken ground.  The area around the Red Lion pub is ideal to fish in a South or South Westerly gale as it is sheltered by the towering North Hill.

In the past this was a prolific Bass venue as the fish would come in to feed on the waste from the busy Herring industry.  Some local anglers still feel the Bass run and are worth targeting.

Tide range

Definitely a high water venue, fishing two hours up and two and half hours back from high on the bigger tides.  Remembering the big springs will bring weed.

Low water fishing is not advised as there are areas of quick sand and the tide will run in too fast.

There are also some really deep holes at low water.

Species
Basically the same as the Golf links but with possibly a better chance of the odd Bass but less of a chance of Codling.  As the recent work is beginning to settle down the range of species increasing.  Recent catches have include Sole, and Ray and even the odd Smoothound.

Bait.

Winter – Rag and Lug tipped with squid for the Cod and Bass.  Tip with fish for the Pouting and Whiting.  Fish or Sandeel for the Dogfish and Conger.  

Summer – Crab early and late for the Cod and Bass.  Fish, Squid and Rag for all other species.

Try wiggly worms for the Flatties you never know.

Rigs.

Single or multi – hook paternosters with grip lead.

Large single snood rigs for Cod Bass and Conger.
Directions

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Minehead, take the roundabout right onto the seafront.  For the Red Lion area turn right at the Butlins roundabout and then right towards the harbour. The Red Lion pub is to your left fish in front of this.  The Town beach runs from the Carousel amusements to the Breakwater by Butlins.
Parking

Pay and display along the sea front.  Do not park in the Golf Club car park.  The pay and display car parks are all year round so don’t get caught out.

Warnings

Soft mud flats at low water (quick sand) lots of weed on the bigger tides.  Do not park your car under the sea wall on the bigger tides in rough weather as the tide and stones will wash over.

Hotspots

Potential for Bass just about anywhere, especially close in when the surf is running.  In and around the breakwaters.

Venues close by.
White Mark

Gasworks

Golf Links

Dunster

Greenaliegh

Blue Anchor.
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Minehead Lifeboat station/Harbour.

Lifeboat station – This is the area to the left of the harbour, fishing is from high pebble banks on to sand and small boulder patches.  The tidal pull is strong on the bigger tides.  Be aware of a big snag to the left where boulders covered in a wire grid await your leads.  This area covers the area from the roundabout to the harbour wall.  A good Whiting Pouting venue on frosty nights.

The lifeboat station area runs up to the roundabout.  The area beyond that is known as the Gasworks.
The harbour – Fishing from the wall on to sand and boulder patches.  The wall is high so a change in casting technique may be needed.  The tidal pull can be extreme.

There is some Mullet fishing available two hours either side of high in then harbour.  Mostly legered bread.

Tide Range.

Lifeboat station – Two hours after low water right up to high and back down.  A little earlier on the neaps.

The Harbour – Two hours either side of high on the medium to spring tides on the outer wall and the same inside for the Mullet.  This is very much a tidal harbour so it empties completely as the tide recedes.

Species.

Winter – Whiting at times can be prolific.  Cod to 6.5 kilos (15lb) do show with the larger specimens coming from the wall in years gone by.  Pouting, Conger, Dogfish and the occasional late Bass.  My mate Thommo once late a huge Bass fall back into the sea at the wall by the harbour.

Summer – Usually restricted to Dogfish, Rockling, Bass and Conger.  Several good Plaice have been landed here in the past but are rarely targeted. 

Bait.

Winter – Rag and Lug tipped with Squid or fish.

Summer – Rag, Squid, Fish, Crab and Sandeel.

Rigs.

Multi-hook flapper for the smaller species single snood pulleys or paternosters for the rest.

Directions.

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Minehead, take the roundabout right onto the seafront.  Turn left by Butlins and right past the railway station. Drive past the harbour.  Park in the pay and display spaces.  There is a little kiosk on the actual harbour, where you can by tackle, bait a hot drink or just get some advice.
Parking

In the pay and display parking spaces.  Do not block access to the harbour or the lifeboat station.  The traffic wardens are active in this area.  There are some public toilets in the car park to your left.  Do not park up on the pavements.

Warnings.

Do not climb on the harbour wall.  On the big spring tides with a North or Westerly the tide may wash over the wall.

There is a snaggy area roughly mid-beach on the lifeboat station.

There is a very strong tidal pull on bigger tides.

Hotspots

The harbour wall just as the tide hits the boulders below.

To the right of the lifeboat station casting out into the boat channel.

Close by the venues

Gas works

White Mark

Greenaliegh

Red Lion

Town Beach

Golf links

Dunster

Blue Anchor.
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White Mark and Gasworks.

Larger boulders onto sand, essentially a low water venue.  White mark named as such because of the White Mark painted on the cliffs.

Good casters get longer fishing on both marks.

Not a venue suitable for all anglers.  Some love it some hate it.  One thing is for sure, it does throw up some good fish.  Wear a sturdy boot as opposed to Wellingtons.

Tide range.

White Mark – Two hours either side of low water.  Long casters can fish over high water on the neap tides and also get longer over low on the bigger tides.

Gas Works – Very much as with White Mark.  On the bigger tides the depth of water goes but as soon as it begins to push you are in with a chance of fish.

Species.

Cod well into double figures, my mate had one around 12.5 kilos (26lb) in a club match.  Whiting and Pouting have in the past been prolific around the Christmas months.

The closer you get to White Mark the more likely you are to get Small Eyed and Spotted Ray with a chance of a record fish in the warmer months.  If it swims it has been landed here.  Gary Marshall amongst others has landed several Blonde Ray to 9 kilos (20lb).  Tope, Huss, Plaice and Turbot have also been encountered.  Conger to13.5 kilo (30lb) have been encountered and I personally landed one with the help of my mate Thommo in excess of this.  Doggies can be in plague proportions and Smoothound’s are being caught more often.

Bass can be targeted from April until Christmas.

Bait

Summer – Fish, Squid, Rag and Crab with the addition of Sandeel for Ray and Bass.

Mackerel for the Blonde. Live Pouting or Whiting for the Conger.

Winter – Lug and Rag tipped with Squid or Mussel for the Codling.  Rag, Lug tipped with fish for the Whiting and Pouting.

Crab for the Hounds.

Rigs.

Single snood pulley rigs with lead lifts. Multi – hook flappers for the smaller species.

You can also get away with paternosters which can aid presentation when the tide really pulls.   

Directions.

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Minehead, take the roundabout right onto the seafront.  Turn left by Butlins and right past the railway station. Drive past the harbour.  Park in the pay and display spaces.  The Gasworks is the area from the roundabout to the end of the path.  White Mark is at the end of the path as it drops to the right onto the beach.  
Parking

In the pay and display spaces alongside the harbour and promenade.  Free at night.

Warnings

The water will reach the base of the cliffs at high water.  Fishing from the boulders can become very uncomfortable and falls are common.  Fish with someone else or let someone know where you are going.

Hot spots.

Between the groynes on the Gasworks and Just to the right of the White Mark on the cliffs at White Mark.  

A slightly better chance of Ray from White Mark.

Close by venues

Selworthy.

Bossington.

Red Lion.

Town Beach.

Golf Links.
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Greenaleigh and Greenaliegh boulders.

Greenaliegh, the area to the left of the farmhouse is a large sandy bay backed by pebbles and boulders.  This is the nearest thing to an Atlantic storm beach in the area, with etched sandbanks and rolling white surf. And can be fished form low water right up to high on all but the biggest tides.

The area directly in front of the house and to the right is known as Greenaliegh boulders. This is a low water mark fishing from large boulders onto sand.

There is always water movement on these venues even on the smaller tides which is certainly a bonus.

Tide Range.

Greenaliegh Low water right up to high on all but the bigger tides, the tide can reach the base of the cliffs and cut you off.

The boulders 2 hours either side of low water, longer caters can get an extra hour.  Mid range tides offer best conditions.

Species.

Greenaliegh The beach area will throw up Bass to 3 kilos (7lb) and Turbot to a kilo (2lb).  Pollack, Bass, Whiting, Pouting, Codling and Gurnard.

Dogfish, Strap Conger and also a chance of Plaice, Dab and Flounder.

The Boulders offers most of the above species but with Less chance of Turbot and more of a chance of Small eyed and Spotted Ray and bigger Cod.  Smoothound are now common and there is a chance of undulate and Blonde Ray.
Bait 

On the Greenaliegh sands try fish tipped with Squid; this seems to be the prime fish attractor with Sandeel a close second.  Hermit crabs can be seen rolling in with the surf so try this and peeler.

Rag tipped with Squid can catch early in the year.

The Boulders as above but with more of an emphasis on lug and Crab for the Cod and Sandeel for the Ray.

Peeler is a must for the Smoothies.  Fish in close for Bass.

Rigs

Multi- hook flappers for the smaller species, single snood pennels for the Bass.  On the boulders use single snood pulley pennels a lead lift may help if you intend to fish the tide well back.

Directions:

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Minehead right at the roundabout onto the sea front, left at the roundabout by Butlins then right towards the harbour. Left by the Hobby Horse hotel towards the Northfield Hotel.  Still climbing take a right then left onto the no through road into the woods.  Drive along the bumpy track for about a mile. Just before you get to the house there are two lay by’s opposite each other and a path.  Follow the path to the field then down onto the beach (over the sty) the prime boulder spots are roughly in front of the house.

For the beach just park in the lay by and walk on past the hose through three fields via three stiles.  The sandy bay is to your left.

You can also walk to both venues from the gasworks by taking the footpath into the woods before you drop on to White Mark.
Parking.

Tidily in the lay by ensuring you do not obstruct access to the road or fields. 

Warnings

The Boulders can be very slippery when wet.  The tide will reach the base of unstable cliffs at Greenaliegh beach at high water.

Hotspots

Greenaliegh – mid beach for Bass and Turbot.

The Boulders - for bigger Cod, Ray and Smoothound.

Close by  Venues.

Bossington

Selworthy

Dunster

Porlock White Mark/Gasworks
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Selworthy Boulders/ Sands.

A cracking low water venue with some limited high water Bass fishing options. Can be a prolific venue but some local knowledge is essential.   Fishing is essentially from Soft sand on to softer sand banks.  As mentioned some limited fishing can be had from the boulders but the walk  is not worth the reward.

This ideal ground with fast changing sandbanks does attract the odd good specimen but fishing can be challenging.

It is a long walk and access to the beach is via a precarious climb down a rope on to the beach.  In the warmer months the walk can be well worth it.

Extreme caution is needed when fishing this venue please read the warnings.

Tide Range.

Two hours either side of low water on the smaller to medium tides may be even less,  Bigger tides give less fishing and are too risky.

Species

A summer venue April until late September.  Expect Small Eye, Spotted and Blonde Ray to British record potential.  Turbot and Pollack to 2.5 kilos (3lb) are possible.  Gurnard, Rockling and even the odd Bream and Trigger fish can put in an appearance.

Dogfish can be a pest.  For those of you who target Bass there have been several specimens to 6 kilos (14lb) caught close in.

Early and late Cod to double figures can compliment this versatile venue but in the winter months this venue can be ravaged by westerly gales making it extremely dangerous.

The longer casters certainly have the advantage.

Bait.

The prime offering for Ray, Turbot and Gurnard is Sandeel.  Mackerel and Crab will also compliment this.  Bass have also been tempted on Crab and whole Squid.

Experiment.

Rigs.

Multi-hook flappers for the smaller species single snood pennell paternosters for the bigger fish.

Try a rolling lead for the Turbot.

If fishing the boulders add a lead lift.

Directions to

M5 junction 25 to Taunton.  A358 to Porlock via Minehead.  Turn right on the sharp bend into the village of Allerford  (before Porlock but after Selworthy)  Follow the signs for Bossington.  Park in the car park before the beach.  Walk along the lane to the right of the car park, over the bridge and up the hill to your right, past the coast guard look out, follow the path around to the left, where it flattens out.  To your left is the access to the beach via a rope.  Please be careful. The rope can be difficult to locate at night.
Parking.

Bossington car park.

Warnings

The cliff walk can be very dangerous, the path narrows in places.  The tide will cut you off, so ensure you leave before it floods the sand banks (as you can see in the picture) There are deep soft sand patches (quicksand) so avoid wet sand.  Do not enter the water as there are rip tides.  The cliffs you climb down are made up of loose shingle.

Hotspots
Mid beach for the Turbot, to the right for Small Eye, Spotted and Blonde Ray and to the left towards Hurlstone for Bass and Pollack.

Close by venues

Porlock

Bossington

Greenaliegh, 

White Mark.

Ivystone, Glenthorne, Lynmouth.
[image: image16.png]



Bossington and Hurlstone Point.

This vast stretch of beach offers a varied range of fishing.  With an opportunity for float fishing and spinning.  The beaches are made up of  large boulders onto sand, broken ground, kelp beds and boulder patches.  The areas to the left of the beach car park are extremely snaggy and tackle losses can be high.

Directly in front of the beach car park offers sand, boulder and kelp patches at about 100 yards fro high water on mid range tides.  The area to the right backing the fresh water pool gives slightly cleaner ground and an end to the kelp beds.  To the far right at the base of the cliffs is Hurlstone point.  This offers rough ground fishing over rocky reefs and also some spinning and float fishing.  There is a massive tidal pull on the bigger tides all along this beach.

To the far left is a limited area where high water fishing is possible into a couple of shallow holes.

Bossington is a strange place, one day you don’t lose a trace the next day you struggle to get one back.  Fish can come at any range so distance casting is not such an advantage.

Even big fish such as Tope have been encountered and my dear friend Bryan nearly had one once.

Tide range
Small to mid-range tides are best.  Any state of the tide can be productive.  Low water and high water can bring fish on to feed.

Species.

Anything is likely; Dogfish are present all year around.  Summer brings Dogfish, Pollack, Ray, Bass, Garfish, Triggerfish, Bream and Conger; this is also fast becoming a Smoothound hotspot with lots of fish in the 3.5 to 6 kilo range (7lb to 14lb).  I once landed one in excess of 20lb but had no scales to weigh it, so it was released un- weighed.  I also had one just under double figures on my Bass rod.

Winter can bring Whiting, Pouting, late Bass and Codling to double figures.  Pollack and Bass can be taken from Hurlstone.

Bait.

Summer- Rag, Squid, Crab, Fish and Sandeel.

Winter - Lug, Rag tipped with Squid or Mussel.

Crab and Squid account for the Smoothound.

Ground baiting with chopped up squid can attract fish.

Rigs.

On the rougher marks keep it simple, single snood pulley pennells.  Multi - hook flappers over the cleaner marks.  Redgills, Tobies or the float over at Hurlstone.

Take your Bass rod and fish this in close, I have had several good sessions doing this.

Directions:

M5 junction 25 to Taunton A358 to Williton, A39 to Porlock via Minehead. Before Porlock take a right on the sharp bend into the village of Allerford, follow the signs for Bossington beach.  Access to the beach is via a heavily rutted track.

Parking
In the car park on the beach or if you car is really low then you can park in the car park just before the beach.

Warnings.

Fast swirling tides with under water rips so don’t wade out.

If you ever see anyone swimming tell them to get out of the water.

Hotspots.

Just about anywhere can throw up any fish.  Try the cleaner grounds to the right of the fresh water pool, towards Hurlstone.  The holes towards Porlock on the left.
Close by venues.

Selworthy

Porlock

Glenthorne

Ivystone

Lynmouth

Minehead

Greenaliegh.
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Porlock

Fishing is from large boulders onto sand and boulder patches.  The area to the left and in front of the harbour is known as the Weir.

The father left you go towards Gore point the rougher the ground becomes.

A decent cat is needed from high water to reach the cleaner grounds.  Like Bossington snags can come just about anywhere.

The area to the right of the harbour right up to the break through in the shingle ridge is known as Red sands and offers slightly shallower high water fishing, onto sand, mud and boulder patches.  Fish are available along the whole of this venue.

Anything is likely to swim by.

Tide range.

Any state of the tide can be fished but small to mid-range tides give less pull.  The flood can be more fruitful than the ebb.

I tend to fish low water up to high then back down an hour.

Two hours either side of high over on the Red Sands.

Species.

Dogfish can be present all year round.  Summer brings Huss, Pollack, Smoothound, Flatties, Ray, Bass, Garfish Mackerel and even the odd Wrasse.  Mullet can be targeted from the harbour.  There is even the chance of exotic species such as Trigger and Bream.  Large Conger prowl a short distance out.

Winter can bring Codling to double figures, Whiting, Pouting and late Bass.

There is lots of potential for species such as Tope.

There is plenty of scope for spinning or float fishing and I have even saw mackerel come to the feathers or Garfish to small Tobies.

Bass can be targeted at the breakthrough in the shingle ridge on Tobies and plugs.

Bait.

Summer – Rag, Squid, Crab, Fish and Sandeel.

Winter stick with Lug for the Cod tipped with Mussel or squid.

Rigs.

Keep it simple, single snood pulley pennells with gripper leads.

Directions:

M5 junction 25 to Taunton, A358 to Williton, A39 to Minehead.  Take the B3225 through the village following the signs for the harbour and the Weir.
Parking.

In the pay and display car park by the harbour.  They do charge over night and do check.

Warnings

Tackle losses can be high.  The strong tidal pull may mean a step up in gripper length or weight.

Wear a strong boot as the boulders will make your feet sore.

Hotspots.

Anywhere can produce but the area just to the left of the harbour by the picket fence is productive.  Red sands just to the left of the break through, there are two small holes which attract Bass.

Close by venues.

Bossington

Glenthorne

Selworthy

Minehead

Greenaliegh.
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Porlock West.
There are some classic venues west of Porlock that throw ups some mighty specimens.  Most are more suited to the more experienced anglers and those of us that are mad enough to walk miles up hill and down dale.  Some venues have inherent dangers so should only be fished with someone who knows the area.  I have include them to whet your appetite.
The Cottage, Twin Peaks, Ivystone.

Just walk left from Porlock and you arrive at these three venues. The Cottage As you step on to the beach at the Gore point there is an old derelict cottage cut into the cliff face,  Some rough ground high water fishing can be had for Bass, Rockling and Dogfish.  Twin peaks is about a mile and Ivystone about a mile and half.  The walk is over boulders so wear a strong boot.  This area can throw up just about anything including big Bass, Pollack, Conger, Ray, Tope and Smoothound and even odd species such as Monkfish have been caught.  Both are essentially low water venues but at the Ivystone you can fish over high but will get cut off from returning back to Porlock for a good three hours.

Again tackle losses can be high so use strong gear and a rotten bottom.

Glenthorne and Emberwood

Further along the coast and accessed via travelling through Porlock up the very steep Porlock Hill (or the alternative toll road) there are other superb venues.  The first of these being Emberwood. 

A couple of miles past The Culbone Stables pub there is a turning on the right signposted Broomstreet farm.  Park tidily by the farm if the owners are around let them know you are around.  Access to the beach is via a mile walk down the footpath onto the beach.  Travel light as it’s a tough walk back up.

About 500 yards to your left are the low water boulders fishing two hours either side of low.  To your right about 800 yards are the kelp beds.

Species expected here include Tope, Bass, Wrasse, Spurdog, Ray, Codling, Smoothound, Huss and Conger.  Just about anything can turn up including plagues of Dogfish.  Best baits are Crab, Squid and Sandeel.  Don’t waste money on worms.

Free lined Squid can work just about anywhere, especially on the rough ground right out in front of the access to the beach.

The beach to your far left is Glenthorne essentially the same species are available and the same tactics the only 

Difference being you can fish the tide right back from low to high.  Access to Glenthorne is gained by travelling past Culbone stables, past Broomstreet and onto County gate.  Walk to the right of county gate and follow the signs down to Glenthorne.  Again a very steep very long walk with high tackle losses.  Again Dogfish can be a pest but just about anything can swim by.

I personally have had Smoothound to 6 kilos (14lb), Huss to the same weight, Bass to 4 kilo (5lb) Ray to 5 kilo (12lb) Wrasse, Conger, Codling and so on.

Further on along the same road is the area of Lynton and Lynmouth.  As you approach Lynmouth via Countesbury hill, about half way down the hill is a lay by with a road sign and to your right is a footpath sign to Scillary Sands.  Follow this zig zag footpath to the beach steps.  The fishing area is to your left.  Fishing boulders onto sand and boulder patches.  Any state of tide can be productive but mid tide up or down seems productive.  Fish all but the biggest springs as they will back you up to the unstable cliffs. In the past this beach was prolific.

You will get cut off from the steps at high water for a couple of hours.  Again expect anything but you are in with a serious chance of Ray and Tope.  Tope seem to prefer Launce or Flounder and can weigh in excess of 25 kilo (55lb) step up your main line and use wire traces.

Great Bass beach.  Use Fish, Launce, Sandeel, Crab and squid.  Fish a long session to make the walk worthwhile.
 Lynmouth harbour and boulders Just to the left of the harbour there is a large hole that can be fished two hours either side of high on the bigger tides.  To the left of this out onto the boulders is a low to mid water venue.  Some good Bass and Pollack have been landed here alongside Trigger fish and Bream but anything is likely. Give these areas a go and explore.  These beaches are for the serious angler.  Are you one?
Glenthorne beach typical of the beaches to the left of Porlock.
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                                                                       Seasons for species
	Species
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Smoothound

A once rarely caught species that has year on year become more common and another of the species that appear to be getting bigger.

Some anglers feel the Smoothound is now so prolific because it is beginning to fill the void left by the over fished Cod.

Common on most beaches in recent years with several specimens in the 7 kilo (15llb) range, even bigger specimens have been encountered.

Have been caught in recent times on venues such as Bossington, Porlock (and west of Porlock) Grenaliegh, White Mark, Gasworks and from the reefs at Kilve, St Audries, Lillstock, Shurton and Hinkley.

Crab is essential but numerous have been taken to squid on the cleaner marks around Minehead and Porlock.

Strong hooks fished on a pulley rig are the best way to go.  Use stronger snoods in the 50lb to 60lb range.  Though the species have no teeth they do run like trains.

A great species that fights really well.

Thornback Ray 

Common along the low water marks from St Audries through to Stolford, though the odd one can come from a high water Mark just about anywhere.  This species also seems to have benefitted somewhat from the demise of the Cod and seem to be more abundant than ten years ago.  Some anglers suggest that this is simply because we are better at targeting them.  Commercial pressure is increasing as they are often used for pot bait.  Top methods are as follows, whole squid or rag stuffed squid, squid and mackerel cocktail or straight rag fished on a pulley rig.  Peak months are March through to Christmas and even longer if the winter is mild.

Look out for the tale, tale dip of your rod as the ray lands on your bait, be patient as bites can take several minutes to develop.  Other times its just smash and grab and off they go.

Please release your Rays as they mate for life and their loyal mate will be out there waiting for its return.

Tope

By far the biggest species targeted from the shore and the current British best from North Devon is over 30 kilo (65lb)

Traces must be strong either 150lb mono or wire.  Hooks 8/0 or above.  Some hefty specimens to 50lb have been landed on standard beach gear but I would advise stepping up the mainline to 25lb and your shock leader a little longer and about 80lb.

Prime baits are fish such as flounder or Turbot but fresh mackerel and Blueies have had some success.  Members in my club favor Launce or large Sand eel.

Caught from the deeper water marks West of Porlock and have been prolific along the Sillary sands stretch (Lynton and Lynmouth)

Prime months are September right through to January.  Fish will come in really close so a long cast is not essential.  The first run is usually the longest and strongest and the runs gradually decrease in length and strength.  Please measure and release the fish.

Nose to tail and girth behind the side fins.  A formula is available from the BCFSA.

                                          SPECIMEN, MINIMUM SIZES, BEACH AND BOAT
	
	Beach Specimen
	Boat Specimen
	Min Size Beach
	Min Size Boat

	BASS
	8lb 8oz
	8lb 8oz
	20
	20

	BREAM
	1lb 4oz
	2lb 8oz
	10
	10

	BRILL
	1lb 8oz
	2lb 8oz
	14
	14

	HUSS
	10lb 8oz
	13lb 8oz
	24
	26

	COD
	14lb
	19lb
	15
	18

	CONGER
	18lb
	30lb
	36
	10

	DAB
	1lb
	1lb
	8l
	8

	DOGFISH
	2lb 12oz
	3lb
	18
	18

	FLOUNDER
	1lb 14oz
	2lb 4oz
	10
	10

	GARFISH
	1lb 2oz
	1lb 8oz
	18
	18

	GURNARD
	1lb
	1lb 8oz
	9
	9

	LING
	5lb
	12lb
	28
	28

	MACKERAL
	1lb
	2lb
	12
	12

	MULLETT
	4lb
	4lb
	13
	13

	PLAICE
	1lb 12oz
	1lb 12oz
	10
	10

	POLLACK
	3lb 4oz
	12lb
	15
	15

	POUTING
	1lb 12oz
	2lb 8oz
	9
	9

	ROCKLING 3B
	1lb 12oz
	1lb 12oz
	9
	9

	SILVER EEL
	2lb 4oz
	2lb 4oz
	20
	20

	SPURDOG
	5lb 6oz
	10lb
	23
	23

	BLONDE
	10lb
	20lb
	6
	6lb

	THORNIE
	13lb
	15lb 8oz
	6lb
	6lb

	SPOTTED
	4lb 14oz
	4lb 14oz
	3lb
	5lb

	SMEYED
	10lb
	11lb 10oz
	5lb
	6lb

	SMOOTHY
	10 lb
	15lb 8oz
	20
	20

	STARRY
	10lb
	15lb 8oz
	20
	20

	SOLE
	2lb 2oz
	2lb 2oz
	12
	12

	SCAD
	1lb
	1lb 8oz
	10
	10

	TRIGGER
	3lb 4oz
	3lb 4oz
	10
	10

	TURBOT
	1lb 12oz
	4lb
	16
	16

	WHITING
	2lb
	2lb 12oz
	11
	11

	WRASSE
	4lb 8oz
	4lb 8oz
	11
	11

	ROCKLING SH
	1lb
	1lb
	9
	9

	TOPE
	20lb
	32lb
	20lb
	20lb


Codling

Once widely available along the whole length of the channel, ranging in sizes from ounces right up to massive lunkers in the 14 kilo (30lb) range.  The larger specimens usually coming from the low water reefs.

The fish can move in as early as late August depending on the all important first crab peel and the water temperature.   The peak months for the larger specimens are November through until March; this is when the worm baits come into their own.  In past years Cod were a guaranteed winter species but due to over fishing this is no longer guaranteed.  Most specialist anglers target big fish using big baits on the low water marks.

Tactics
The best conditions usually involve a South Westerly or North Westerly wind with some water movement.  If the wind is blowing really hard and the sea is too big fish the sheltered bays and wait until the blow subsides before venturing out onto the exposed marks.  Prime conditions are as the winds drop and the sea begins to abate but there is still a decent swell.   What really sets the channel apart is the tidal strength and heavily colored water.  For this reason it is important to use big baits that lay a heavy scent trail.

This makes the choice of rig important.  Hooks sizes range from 2/0 to 6/0 set up Pennell style on a pulley or paternoster.

Rag, lug tipped with squid from the reefs and lug tipped with mussel from the cleaner beaches around Porlock.

Bites from Cod are often slack liners and the reaction to this type of bite is very important.  Quickly but gently regain the slack line, when you either feel the fish or the line goes slack do not strike, just lean back and wind keeping the line tight at all times and the reeling constant.  With bigger fish you may need too wind down and pump the rod up.  Time the landing of the fish to coincide with the last big wave.

Cod can be caught equally as well by day as they can by night.

The truly successful Cod anglers are those that chase the fish out on the low water reefs.  They put in the hours are on the reefs as soon as they uncover and stay on until they are washed off.

They use prime baits and keep an educated ear to the ground. 

Whiting

Essentially a fish that pre-empts the arrival of the Codling.  Usually from August and staying on until well after Christmas.  At times they can shoal in large numbers, though commercial pressures are impacting on this.  The odd fish to 1 kilo (2lb) do show but most are a few ounces.  They tend to be about in all weathers but are better fun on calmer nights, when the bites can be clearly seen.

Prime conditions are calm frosty nights.

Tactics

Multi-hook flappers of worm tipped with fish or squid.  Keep baits neat and tidy and the size 1 to 1/0 needle sharp.  

There is usually no need to strike as fish will hook themselves, time casts to give multi-hooks a chance to fill up.

Pouting

As with the Whiting they use to be fairly abundant with large shoals roaming the coast but due to commercial pressures sizeable Pouting appear to be scarce.  The odd single fish to a kilo is still a possibility but rarely do they exceed a pound.

Target with the same tactic as the Whiting.

Rockling

These almost prehistoric looking species have a stigma attached to them (you catch them when little else is around) but as other species struggle these tend to thrive.

Three and Five Bearded Rockling are widely available all along this coast.  Being scavengers they will take most offerings.

Green eels
Also known as Silver Eel or snotties and are likely to turn up just about anywhere.  This species is severely in decline and some clubs do not even list it in their competitions.

They can be a real pest and ruin traces in minutes.

If you do intend targeting this slimy species then look for a river entering the sea, they will not be far away.

Tactics are to fish crab or mackerel strip close in on small hooks.

Bass

Widely available along the whole channel coast with a good chance of a specimen fish just about anywhere.

My research into this species has revealed most decent specimens are caught close in and sometimes by complete novices or juniors.

The peak months are from May until Christmas.  The low water marks from St Audries to Stolford have yielded some hefty specimens to 8 kilo (17lb).

The usual methods in the heavily coloured seas are to fish large ledgered baits.  The beaches from Porlock right down into the deepest North Devon are superb bass grounds.  Methods in this cleaner water are as follows; Ledgered crab, Mackerel or Squid for the bigger specimens and worm and Sand Eel for schoolies.  Live bait and free lining dead baits are also a successful method

For those of you who enjoy spinning or plugging, should pack their rod and rucksack and explore the low water Marks from White Mark to Lynmouth.

Tactics

Put the hours in, vary your casting distance; look for clues such as secluded rocks, weed patches, water boiling around a point, holes dug by the tide, groynes, sewage outfalls are all potential Bass holding areas.

Try different methods like float fishing, free lining baits as with Pike.

Bait selection can be vital.  Beaches from Dunster to Stolford use Crab, Rag or fish, these are powerful scent attractors in these heavily colored waters. 
Minehead to Porlock can be a little more refined, with crab in the early months from May until the end of June, Sand Eel will then come into their own, try also whole squid and large fish baits, Lug for the schoolies finishing again with Crab around September.  Plugging and spinning when the water clears.

Flounder and Plaice.

Rarely encountered along this coast.  Fish have been known from the Minehead beaches but are very much the occasional visitor.  I personally have had a 2lb 5oz Plaice off White Mark.

Flounder do enter the Parret estuary so can be targeted at Stolford but rarely exceed a pound.  Better off targeting the Rivers in Devon.  I have also seen them landed at Dunster.

Turbot.

Small Turbot use to be fairly common along the beaches to the West of Minehead and will take most offerings on any size hook.  If I were targeting them I would do so with three hook flappers with size 1 hooks baited with mackerel strip.

April until September is the prime months.  I have landed them to about 1lb 8oz.  Can be encountered a few yards out and using a rolling lead in the surf.  They tend to ambush their prey.

Pollack
Can be caught all along this coast with most fish coming from baits intended for other species. Fish rarely exceed 1.5 kilos (3lb) Best baits seem to involve Rag, Sand Eel or Crab.  The cleaner water to the West of Minehead can yield fish to spinning or float methods.  The poor visibility to the East of Minehead means bottom fishing is the only viable method.  Prime months are May to September.

I have landed them to 3lb at Bossington on 3 hook flappers in May.

Tactics
Redgills or real Sand eels can be used from the deeper water marks around Porlock fished cast and draw.  Float fished Rag will also catch in cleaner water.

Bottom fished Paternosters with long strips of fish and attractor blades spinning in the surf have worked for me in cleaner waters.

Mullet

Plenty of potential from the local harbours or from the cleaner water beaches to the east of Porlock.

These can be targeted using the usual Carp fishing tactics. Fishing floated bread or small fish chunks.
I have even seen some people target them on flies tied to resemble bread.

Usually some form of ground baiting brings the fish o the feed.  I have landed them to 3lb from Bossington’s old outfall.  I have also seen really good fish swimming up the river at Donny pipe.

Course anglers would have the advantage over me as they have the patience and stealth needed to target this wary species. 
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